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DHB announces name of new Child Health Service and children’s 
hospital 

Capital & Coast DHB is today excited to announce that the integrated Child Health Service and new 
children’s hospital will be named Te Wao Nui – ‘The Great Forest of Tāne’ – in recognition of the 
cultural significance and life-giving properties that Māori associate with the forest.  

The name will take effect when the service transitions into the new children’s hospital building from 
late 2021 and was developed in collaboration with tamariki, CCDHB’s Māori Partnership Board, the 
Wellington Hospitals Foundation, Child Health staff, and Weta Workshop. 

“Te Wao Nui reflects the ecosystem of integrated health services designed for the tamariki, 
rangatahi and whānau of central Aotearoa,” said Hutt Valley and Capital & Coast DHBs Chief 
Executive Fionnagh Dougan.  

“It also underpins the ‘tree of life’ concept, forest murals, and kaitiaki whānau that have been 
developed for the new hospital’s interior.” 

Helping to bring the new hospital name and its interior concepts to life are nine kaitiaki who will be 
present across the hospital building and are designed to make tamariki and rangatahi feel supported 
and cared for during their hospital journey. 

Each kaitiaki has its own special attributes and values that reflect the values of CCDHB and its child 
health service in caring for young people. 

“This new purpose-built facility will place our child health services – which are currently located in 
different parts of Wellington Regional Hospital – under one roof for the very first time. 

“The new hospital has been designed with tamariki, rangatahi and whānau at the centre. It allows 
for the provision of high-quality services and brand new equipment, and also ensures clinical 
collaboration and communication across an important part of New Zealand’s specialist children’s 
hospital network. 

“We look forward to opening Te Wao Nui’s hospital doors early next year and would once again like 
to acknowledge Mark Dunajtschik’s unprecedented and incredibly generous donation which has 
allowed this wonderful project to come to fruition.”  

To view a video about the name, its story and some of the interior concepts of the new hospital click 
here. 

For our latest news, visit www.ccdhb.org.nz or www.facebook.com/CCDHB 

Media contact: Chas Te Runa – 027 230 9571 
To unsubscribe, please email news@ccdhb.org.nz with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. 
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Notes to editor: 
 

 Te Wao Nui is the new name for the service and the hospital it will be housed. in 

 The building itself is being named the Mark Dunajtschik and Dorothy Spotswood Building in 
recognition of their generous and unprecedented $50 million donation. Both their names 
will feature prominently inside and outside the new hospital building in honour of their gift 
to the young people of our region.  

 The new hospital will be around 7,200m² and spread over three floors. It will include: 
- 151 beds – in bedrooms, consult rooms and clinical rooms 
- 50 inpatient hospital beds, as well as social and family/whānau areas 
- Outpatient and clinical consultation rooms 
- Staff and administration areas.  

 The cost of the building works, including furniture, equipment and fittings, will be 
approximately $105 million. Financial contributions to the hospital include:  
- Mark Dunajtschik’s $50 million donation 
- The Government’s contribution of $45.6 million 
- The Wellington Hospital Foundation’s fundraising and community commitment of $10 

million. 

 Around 7,500 children per year are admitted to the hospital wards at Wellington Regional 
Children’s Hospital. Around 80 percent of the children live in the Capital & Coast DHB area; 
the other 20 percent are children from the lower North Island and upper South Island.  

 There are more than 87,000 young patient visits to Wellington Regional Children’s Hospital 
each year – most of which are outpatient visits. 

 


